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eaters at the feeder are blue jays, grosbeaks, chickadees, tufted
titmouse, a pesky red squirrel and a timid quail whose job, it
appears, is to catch the uncracked seeds on the ground and to
keep its eyes on the sky above for that ever threatening hawk.
Even with casual observations, the distinctions between the blue
jay and the grosbeak, let’s say, are quite noteworthy.

The blue jay is a medium to large sized bird. Its colorful
plumage makes it noticeable instantly. Its coloring speaks for
itself. The feathered crest on the head does not distinguish
between the male or female. The first impression of the blue jay
might be a likable one. However, the pleasant impressions begin
to dissipate upon hearing their scratchy cacophony as they make
their grand entrance to the feeder. As they bully their way in, the
red squirrel steps aside.

Blue jays, literally, will eat anything in sight. They are known
as omnivorous in feeding habits and eat meat, fruit, insects and
various vegetation. They’ve been known to take food out of the
mouths of other birds. They stuff their mouths, pick up crackers
in their claws and fly away to gorge themselves. Upon comple-
tion, the blue jay quickly returns to repeat the process. Blue jays
are impolite, inconsiderate, distempered, messy and noisy. When
their meal is temporarily interrupted their warning squawks are
only music to other blue jays and as the flock flies away, their
order has the every-which-way approach.

The grosbeaks eat the same seeds and share some of the same
space as the blue jays. The grosbeaks are colorful and are also
instantly noticeable. The male grosbeak is brightly decorated in
yellow and brown with splashes of white and black. The female
grosbeak is dressed with less yellow, yet striking in her own way.
Their beaks are short and thick and are made to open seeds with
ease. The grosbeaks are slightly smaller in size than the blue jay.

There is never a sole grosbeak at the feeder as the grosbeaks
eat in communion. Their language is almost audible to the human
ear and they seem to say Grace before cracking the first seed.
Grosbeaks are basically seed eaters; however, they have been
known to eat insects on the side.

Grosbeaks, like the blue jay will eat some seeds from the
ground. In contrast with the blue jays, which seem to have an eat-
and-run attitude, the grosbeaks are content to exercise their free-
dom of choice. The red squirrel and the grosbeaks can picnic
together. Quite different from the blue jay flock, the grosbeak’s
family might only have one or two overly aggressive offenders,
thus usually resulting in stress free dinners. Upon either a slight
startle or full stomachs, the grosbeak flock flies away with digni-
ty, an order to their flight and singing an almost musical thank-you.

The blue jay feels that his presence at the bird feeder is the

most important one. The show of authority by the blue jay in all
of its aggression and impatience is only placated and barely tol-
erated by the passive grosbeak. Blue jays will frequent the feed-
er at no given time, whereas the grosbeaks usually feed in the
early morning or early evening and actually spend little time with
their counterparts, the blue jays.

The contrast between the blue jays and the grosbeaks is evi-
dent far beyond their differences in color. The insider looking out
has the option to form an opinion as to which bird, the blue jay
or the grosbeak they like better. As for today, just watching either
bird has been fascinating and rewarding.

Take a Two-Mile- High Stand
Against Sexual Assault
Janet Ornstil
603-352-3782
MVCP’s Operation Freefall to Take Place on April 29th

Join Monadnock Center for Violence Prevention (MCVP) on
Saturday, April 29, in taking a stand against sexual assault by
participating in the sixth annual skydiving event—Operation
Freefall. The two-mile-high, tandem jump will take place at
Jumptown (www.jumptown.com) in Orange, MA. No skydiving
experience is necessary. Each volunteer jumper will be matched
with a certified instructor. Jumpers must be at least 18 years old
and raise a minimum of $600 in donations by April 1, 2006. Last
year MCVP had 26 jumpers and has set a 2006 goal of 35
jumpers.

Robin Christopherson, MCVP Acting Executive Director,
recalls that “last year, the realization of what I signed up for hit
me when I was hanging out of the open plane looking down.
Scary, yes, but my choice to be scared. Sexual assault victims
don’t make the choice to be terrified and violated. This day and
event is symbolically for them. It is an exhilarating way to sup-
port an important cause, raise awareness and money.” Robin will
be joined by fellow MCVP staff members Theresa, Kate, and
Shannon.

Nationwide, on April 29, thousands of people will take part in
Operation Freefall www.operationfreefall.com at dozens of
skydive facilities (“drop zones”). The event was pioneered
by Kellie Greene in 2000 to help increase public aware-
ness of sexual assault and to raise funds for The Rape,
Abuse & Incest National Network (RAINN) and Speaking
Out About Rape (SOAR), and local crisis centers. Kellie,
a survivor of rape, created the event as a way to reclaim the
day, her courage, and a part of her spirit that had gone
missing. She turned a horrible memory into an occasion
for celebration. This year’s sixth annual Operation
Freefall, which culminates National Sexual Assault
Awareness & Prevention Month, is expected to be the
largest yet, with about 2,000 jumpers across the nation.

According to the FBI, rape or sexual assault is the sec-
ond most violent crime a person can experience, second
only to murder. It is the most violent and traumatic crime
any victim lives to remember. Every two minutes, a person
in America is sexual assaulted and yet, it is the most under-
reported of all crimes in the United States. For information
and registration about Operation Freefall or to make a
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donation, contact Theresa at MCVP 603-352-3782, e-mail
(business@mecvprevention.org). MCVP is located at 12
Court Street in Keene, NH. The 24-hour toll free crisis line:
1-888-511-MCVP (6287) or www.mcvprevention.org.

Monadnock Center for Violence Prevention (MCVP) is
a non-profit 501(c)(3) social service agency that empowers
victims of domestic and sexual violence with a network of
short and long term support, advocacy and education.
Established in 1978 as Women’s Crisis Services, the
agency has helped thousands of people make their own
choices and become more self-reliant individuals. In 1982,
services expanded to include survivors of sexual assault
and a 24-hour crisis line. In 1999, the agency opened the
first battered women’s shelter in the region.

MCVP serves women, men and children who live and/or
work in the Monadnock Region. All programs and services
are free. In 2005, MCVP served 1,186 victims, provided
2,099 shelter nights, and presented 369 school and commu-
nity programs that reached 10,443 students and adults.

The mission of MCVP is to assist victims of domestic
and sexual violence in the Monadnock Region through crisis
intervention, peer support, court advocacy, safe housing, referral
to other agency services, and to reduce the incidence and impact
of domestic and sexual violence by advocating for public policies
and providing education, awareness and prevention programs.
MCVP is one of 14 agencies that comprise The New Hampshire
Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence. (www.nhcadsv
.org).

RAINN—The Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network is the
largest anti-sexual assault organization, operating the National
Sexual Assault Hotline at 1-800-656-HOPE and carrying out pro-
grams to prevent sexual assault, help victims, and ensure that
rapists are brought to justice. RAINN was selected as one of
“America’s 100 Best Charities” by Worth Magazine (www.rainn.
org).

SOAR—Speaking Out About Rape runs national awareness,

Richard P. Drew LLL

Licensed Land Surveyor
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education, and prevention programs to empower survivors of sex-
ual violence and enhance the public’s understanding and accept-
ance of rape victims. (www.soar99.org).

FROM THE GARDEN
Judith M. Graves

March is a transition month here in New Hampshire. It is the
month that winter usually breaks its back, as my dad used to say.
Today our roads are much better than when we first arrived in

Richmond in 1970. The road had grass in the middle and let
one car at a time down the road. If you did meet someone, the car
closest to a driveway or turn out had to back up. I remember when
we had to have guests park at the Town Hall and we would go out
to pick them up in our 4-wheel jeep. The driveway couldn’t be
parked in for several weeks or you would sit up to the hubs in
mud. The dogs brought in mud on their paws all over the house.
We soon learned to keep a pail of water by the door and dunk
each paw in it before allowing them in the house. This is a good
month to get serious about which herbs you will want to have
nearby the kitchen door to cook with. I have container gardens on
the patio in large buckets. Each bucket has a perennial herb in the
center, and then the annual ones get planted around it for a full
array of herbs to cook with.

Start with these and harvest them all summer for the cold win-
ter ahead.

Chamonmile, Sage, Savory:

A great sore throat remedy is to make a tea by steeping 1 tea-
spoon of the herbs above, in 8 ounces boiling water, 5-10 min-
utes. Cool and sip to soothe a sore throat. Nice as a tonic during
cold and fever season. Our forefathers used it as a spring tonic to
cleanse the body. Dry some of each herb and mix them together
in a jar for winter use.

An Heirloom Herb, Chamomile: We are most familiar with
this herb as a tea for relaxing and sleeping. It is also the herb that
Peter Rabbit’s mother gave him after overeating in Mr.
McGregor’s garden. Chamomile (Roman) is a perennial, and has
a flower with a flat, solid center, and grows 10” tall with soft, lush
ground cover. Slightly bitter taste, more used as a rinse for blond
hair than in tea. Pretty in bouquets and useful to dyers. The
(German) Chamomile is an annual. Finely divided leaves and
daisy like flowers that grow on straight stems above the foliage.
The German can be recognized by the hollow, conical yellow
center of the flower. German chamomile is used to aid digestion
and insomnia and has a sweet apple scent and is the one used for
teas. In keeping with their cheerful appearance, Roman and
German chamomile enjoy that equally. Roman is moss like in
appearance, and German is much more willing to let down its
guard, and its brightly smiling, rustic flowers are never out of
place in a sprawling, natural-looking herb garden. Let the style of
your garden be your guide.

An Heirloom Herb, Sage: we think of putting it into our
stuffing at Thanksgiving, and it is a great addition to that part of
the meal. Also, sage is a strong herb so a little needs to be placed
in soups and stews as well. Sage will winter over here in NH.
After 2-3 years you might like to exchange it for a new plant as it
tends to get woody. I especially like the folklore that goes with
Sage that says, “Sage flourishes in gardens where the woman runs
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the household.” So gals, be sure that your sage is particularly
growing well...! The muted greens of common sage contrast
strikingly with bright nasturtiums in a garden. Sage leaves are
lovely blended with cream cheese and spread on delicate tea
sandwiches, a practice that is seen more in Europe than in the US.
Add to soups and breads and in breading for fish.

Savory: is a mild herb that adds well to egg salad sandwich-
es, to salads, and meats. It has a lovely flavor and subtle in most
dishes. Both Summer and Winter savory are peppery, aromatic
plants somewhat like thyme in both taste and appearance but with
larger leaves. Useful to cooks, the summer savory is the larger
and sweeter plant with long narrow leaves that grow sparsely
along the stem and bronzing slightly in late summer. Flowers
range from white to pink. Savory is best planted in rich, light soil
where it will get lots of sun and a fair amount of moisture. There
is a winter savory that has shiny, dark green leaves that are small-
er, stiffer and more pointed than those of the annual and has tiny
white or lavender flowers that bloom along the stem. Winter
Savory prefers a poorer soil and less moisture.

So here are three more herbs to consider adding to your order
when you are ready for that spring planting.

There is no doubt that God created these plants for our use “a
land wherein...thou shalt not lack anything in it.” (Deuteronomy
8:7)

Town Meeting Item
Christine Bryan

During the discussion on whether the town would support the
Winchester Learning Center, [ stated that their affiliation with the
United Way was undesirable. United Way is known to be associat-
ed with abortion providers. Since my statement was strongly chal-
lenged, I would like to offer some additional facts on the subject.

In 1999, United Way chapters sent $3 million to Planned
Parenthood. (A quarter of a million abortions were performed in
PP clinics in 2002—about 20% of the nation’s total abortions.)
The link with Planned Parenthood is not found in each local
office, however. Monadnock United Way contributed to fifty pro-
grams in their last campaign, and, when the list was kindly read
to me over the phone, PP was not mentioned among them.
However, there are other problematic connections.

$94,500 was sent to the NH West Chapter of the American
Red Cross. During the Hurricane Katrina devastation, the Red
Cross was side-by-side with Planned Parenthood passing out con-
traception and chemical abortion products. The Red Cross also
refers people to Planned Parenthood for products and procedures.
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The website for the United Nations reports such activities on the
part of International Red Cross as well.

We are basically helpless to do anything about the huge dona-
tions made by the Federal Government to population control
organizations (PP receives over $100 million each year).
However, we do have control on the local level. Although the vot-
ers decided not to support the Winchester Learning Center for
reasons other than their United Way affiliation, that subject pro-
vided an opportunity to mention these important moral concerns.
Everyone knows of the good that charitable organizations do,
helping not only in our own community with the trials of daily
life, but also with devastating emergencies. However, some of
these agencies have a dark side that is rarely revealed.

A Word on Wellness

Phyllis Ramsden R.N.

Nearly one of three adults or 70 million Americans have
arthritis or chronic joint problems. Arthritis is the most
prevalent cause of disability in the US and costs nearly $22
billion for medical care yearly. There are more than 100 dif-
ferent kinds of arthritis or inflammatory disorders of the
joints, some even affecting internal organs.

Causes are associated with old age, gender, obesity,
injury and overuse, infection, family history and genetic
predisposition. Diagnosis include tests such as blood work,
imaging studies with X-rays, MRI and CT scan and syn-
ovial fluid analysis.

Early diagnosis and treatment is important, especially
with rheumatoid arthritis, to improve outcomes and slow
damage. Treatment includes medications to relieve the
symptoms and slow the progression of the disease.
Hydrotherapy, mobilization therapies, relaxation therapies,
hot and cold therapies can be helpful.

Exercise eases pain and stiffness, and can increase flex-
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ibility and strength. The endorphins produced by exercise
also help alleviate the depression that can accompany
arthritis, and can help with weight loss.

Exercise reduces inflammation and reduces the risk for
heart disease and osteoporosis. Weight-bearing exercise
such as walking is especially important for those on corti-
costeroids, because these medications weaken bones.

An exercise program should ideally include stretching,
strengthening, range of motion and aerobic exercise.
Exercise options for people with arthritis are far from lim-
ited. Water exercise and daily walks are possible even with
painful symptoms. Biking, dance, yoga, tai chi and weight
lifting can all be helpful.

A well balanced diet is important to control weight as
well as manage overall health. Even a modest decrease in
weight can relieve and even prevent arthritis pain.

Though arthritis is a growing problem, it is also
becoming increasingly manageable with improved avail-
able treatments.The Arthritis Foundation has a number of
helpful supportive programs. Another town resource is our
Monday and Friday free classes for strength training, 9-10 A.M.,
led by a trained nurse. Come check us out.
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Rumpole and Marple Sleuth Again

on DVD Sets
Frank Behrens

If I were asked to name the one British television series that I
could watch over and over at the expense of all the others, I think
it would be a very close toss-up between “Lord Peter Wimsey”
and “Rumpole of the Bailey,” with the latter slightly ahead. The
plots taken from John Mortimer’s original stories are clever, the
looks into the British legal system behind the scenes and in the
courtrooms are fascinating, the acting ranges from the nearly car-
toonish (Judge Bullingham) to the quite believable (Hilda
Rumpole). Mystery, social criticism and very droll dialogue are
what keep me loving this series. And, oh yes, dear old Horace
Rumpole, as brought to life by Leo McKern.

Some time ago, A&E issued all seven series of the Rumpole
episodes in separate cases. Now they are all available in a single
boxed set of 14 DVDs in the original airdate order.

All the beloved characters are back: the Erskine-Browns
(Patricia Hodge and Julian Curry), Liz Probert (Abigail McKern),
the Featherstones (Joanna van Gyseghem and Peter Bowles),
Sam Ballard (Peter Blythe), Uncle Tom (Richard Murdoch), and
She Who Must Be Obeyed alias Hilda Rumpole (Peggy Thorpe-

Bates in the early series, followed by Marion Mathie). Then there
are the crazy judges, the crooked Timson family (Rumpole’s most
dependable source of income), and all the characters who appear
only in one episode.

This mega-set offers as bonus material Abigail McKern’s
memories of her father, spotting the author’s Hitchcock-like
appearances in the films, a close-up of what Rumpole is really
reading in a newspaper, Mortimer’s biography and bibliography,
and information about the Old Bailey and the official execution-
ers of Newgate prison.

Indeed, this is the set to have and enjoy over and over—if for
no other reason than to try to identify the sources of Rumpole’s
quotations! And be sure to add to this mega-set the “lost episode”
titled “Rumpole and the Confession of Guilt” available separate-
ly on an Acorn Media DVD (AMP-6684) to see the original tele-
cast that inspired the series.

The Miss Marple episodes with Joan Hickson as the on-target
amateur sleuth were also released by A&E in separate sets and are
now out in a boxed set of five DVDs titled “Agatha
Christie—Marple: The Classic Mysteries Collection.” Included
are “A Caribbean Mystery,” “The Mirror Crack’d from Side to
Side,” “Sleeping Murder,” “4:40 from Paddington,” “The Moving
Finger,” “At Bertrams’s Hotel,” “Murder at the Vicarage,”
“Nemesis,” and “They Do It With Mirrors.”

Note: Three excellent adaptations wound up in a BBC Video
collection and might still be available: “A Pocket Full of Rye,”
“A Murder is Announced,” and “The Body in the Library.”

Like the Rumpole tales, these are thinking persons’ mysteries
in which the characters are more complex than in (say) the Poirot
stories. Now that remakings of several of these novels are being
done with the otherwise excellent Geraldine McEwan—who is
directed to play Marple as a British Jessica Fletcher-and all sorts
of modern points of view are introduced, I find it all the more
desirable to point my readers to the far more faithful adaptations
in the Joan Hickson series.

The films with Margaret Rutherford are fun but far from what
Christie intended. Both of these sets are highly recommended.

Firehouse News

Lt. Sean Brewer
Richmond Fire Department
Since the last article, the Richmond Fire Department and
Rescue Squad has run on 12 calls. The breakdown is this: 2 motor
vehicle accidents, 1 medical, 1 chimney fire, 3 mutual aid, 1 ille-
gal burn, and 4 miscellaneous (3 wires down and 1 fire alarm).

310 Old Homestead Hwy, Richmond, NH 03470
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This brings the total of calls for the year so far to 22.

During the power outage, February 17-19, the Fire Depart-
ment and Rescue Squad were quite busy. We had numerous trees
and wires down. We had to put up some road blocks causing an
inconvenience to some people, but there was no telling when
PSNH would be able to make it out to Richmond, so for safety
reasons we blocked roads by putting caution signs and road cones
out. That Saturday night, February 18, the Civil Defense E.O.C.
(Emergency Operations Center) was opened by the Selectmen
and the Civil Defense Coordinator Bob Coy. The mission was to
alert the residents of Richmond that there was a possibility of the
power being out for a number of days and tell them where they
could find emergency shelter and fuel for their generators if they
needed it. We put together crews and split up the town. Then we
went door to door checking on residents and giving them the
important information. We were out from about 8:30 p.M. until
about 10:30 p.M. doing these public notifications. The E.O.C.
stayed open all night long for residents to go for help or other infor-
mation if they needed.

Until next month: Reflective address numbers on mail boxes
or at the end of driveways would help out tremendously.
Responding to an emergency call and finding out that you passed
the house already so you have to turn around and go back could
result in valuable time wasted. It’s happened to me more than
once. Something to think about.

Kitchen
Creations

ALMOND-COCONUT BUNDT CAKE
Terri O’Rorke

1% cut sliced almonds
1 teaspoon almond extract
1% cup flaked coconut
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 cup sour cream
Y teaspoon vanilla extract
% cup sugar
Y teaspoon salt
Y% cup butter, melted
1% cup flour
2 eggs
3 oz. dark or bittersweet chocolate, grated on large holes of a box
grater.
Coat a 10 cup bundt pan with non-stick spray. Spread almonds

on one end of a baking sheet, coconut on the other. Bake at 350
degrees for 8-12 mins., stirring twice, until toasted. Cool; reserve
Y% cup almonds for decoration. Finely chop remaining almonds.

In a large bowl, whisk sour cream, sugar, butter, eggs, both
extracts, baking soda & salt until smooth. Stir in flour just until
blended. Stir in coconut, almonds and grated chocolate. Spread in
bundt pan. Bake at 350 degrees for 30-35 mins. Cool in pan for
20 minutes; then invert cake and cool completely.

GLAZE

3 oz. dark or bittersweet chocolate

2 tablespoons butter

% tablespoon light corn syrup

Melt chocolate & butter; stir in corn syrup. Let cool until thick
enough to spoon over top of cake. Sprinkle with reserved almond
slices.

Serves 16. Can be made up to 5 days ahead. Store covered at
room temperature.

RICHMOND RESIDENTS WELCOME!
Blueberry Fiddle Festival

Is mud season ailing you? Are you suffering from chronic
cabin fever?! Well, spring is here and will soon be followed by
the sunny days of summer. Why not plan to come out to the fourth
annual Richmond Blueberry Fiddle Festival to be held August 12!
We welcome juried vendors and crafters, auctioneers, black-
smiths, bakers, candlestick makers, historians, jugglers, old pic-
tures, old stories and blueberry items for displaying . . . Maybe
you’d like to come and relax with your family all day while lis-
tening to GREAT music, or bask your taste buds in creamy blue-
berry madness ice cream delight while your children play with
some of the oldest folk toys and games New Hampshire has to
offer. You could try your hand at baking a winning entry for the
Blueberry Bake-off, or watch your children take a free fiddling
class. And don’t forget about dancing at dusk to live music!
Whatever your pleasure, you’ll find something of interest for all
ages. This is the only festival of its kind in New England with
FREE admission! For information, call 239-6495, or check us out
at blueberryfiddlefestival.com. See you there!

New Hampshire Legislative News
April, 2006
Barbara Hull Richardson

New Hampshire’s latest school funding plan was ruled
unconstitutional by a Superior Court judge early in March.
The law fails to define an adequate education, the ruling
says, and it puts an unfair financial burden on poorer
towns.

The Supreme Court had said that relying on widely
varying local property taxes to pay for schools discrimi-
nates against children in low income communities. In
1999, the State instituted a statewide property tax that
eliminated some of the disparities but not in a way that
provided aid to all communities. Last year the State
returned to targeting aid to the poorest communities, and
the state property tax rate was reduced.

The “donor towns,” property-tax wealthy communi-
ties that had subsidized schools in poorer communities,
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were eliminated. Now, based on its tax base, each commu-
nity is assessed as to its ability to raise money and the
State helps those communities with the least resources.
Some aid goes to towns with more poor and disabled stu-
dents and those still learning English. This money only
goes to communities with lower median incomes and
lower property values.

As we all know, our property taxes are increasing and
until there are more state funds dedicated to education,
these taxes will continue to rise. We are the fifth wealthi-
est state in the nation based on median family income.
New Hampshire ranks third highest in the country (after
New Jersey and Connecticut) for per capita state and local
property taxes.

A Dbill to help parents pay private school tuitions for
their children through vouchers, taking 80% of the educa-
tion aid for each child from the local public school, was
defeated.

Another bill which would allow police to charge ille-
gal immigrants with trespassing as well as form agree-
ments with the Federal government to let them enforce immigra-
tion laws was also defeated.

Passed unanimously was the bill which makes the pumpkin the
State fruit. Many elementary school students from Harrisville and
other local schools were involved in lobbying for this pumpkin bill.

Many more contentious bills are scheduled for legislative
action after the deadline for this article.

As always, | welcome your comments and suggestions.
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Richmond Public Library

Wendy O’Brien

Story Hour—Elaine Moriarty: Our April 8 story hour at 11:00
AM. will be most interesting as we are fortunate to have living in
Richmond Gao Ping Richardson, a native of China. She will come
to teach us all about her homeland. We will explore what it was like
to grow up in China, what school is like, and what is expected of
children in their household (for example, do they have chores?). In
addition, we will examine how food is different from here and the
way it’s cooked, the type of games children play, and the special
holidays the Chinese celebrate. She will teach you some simple
Chinese words and show you how to write numbers. Come and
find out what other surprises this story hour will bring from
halfway around the world. I can’t wait!

Barcoding Update: Since last month, 2,334 books are now in
our database, thanks to the help of our dedicated volunteers. All of

Park Place Veterinary Hospital

Winifred G, Morenz, D.V.M.,

Small Animal Medicine and Surgery
For An Appointment Please Call

357-4049
Rte. 32 N. Swanzey, N.H. 03431

our regular fiction, new fiction and nonfiction, science fiction, and
paperback collections are now accessible through our new catalog.
Thanks go to Sandee Auvil, Naomi Balnis, Jennifer and Maria
Higgins, Evelyn Huston, Jacob and Melinda Lutz, Ronna
Rajaniemi, and Barbara Woodward. They have been putting bar-
codes in the books, as well as adding the records into the State sys-
tem, then downloading the records for use in our local system.
Interested in helping? No computer experience is necessary! Call
us at 239-6164 or e-mail at richmondpubliclibrar@ne.rr.com.

Donations: The Library is currently seeking donations of VHS
tapes to supplement our collection. Are you moving to DVDs and
no longer using your VHS tapes? We would love to have them! In
addition, book donations are always welcome.

New Copier and Printers: Our old copier, purchased in 1992,
had broken down to the point where it was the Library’s best finan-
cial interest to purchase a new one. Our new Canon laser copier
will also act as the Librarian’s printer. Copies will remain at $0.10
per page. A new color ink jet printer for patron use is also budget-
ed for 2006, and will be purchased shortly. This new printer will
have an increased printing speed, which should make our patrons
happier!

Lost and Found: We have a children’s orange winter jacket
hanging on our giraffe coat rack. Does it belong to your child?
Come by and see.

Not sure if we have the latest book you are looking for? Go to
www.nhu-pac.library.state.nh.us to find out! All of our new books
and all of our regular fiction and some of our non-fiction appear in
the state catalog.

We hope to see you soon! Our current hours are Tuesday, 4:30-
8:00 p.M.,, NEW! Wednesday, 9:00 A.m.-12:00 p.m., Thursday,
4:30-7:00 p.M. and Saturday, 10:00 A.M.-2:00 p.M.

GARY'S POWER EQUIPMENT

15-02 Warwick Road
Winchester, NH 03470
Gary Rokes

Phonei/Fax (603) 239-4953

(800) 499-4953

EXMARK

32 Menadnock Hen, Rte. 12 Sowth
Heene, MHO33]

OFFICE: (603) 352-1972

Fndd: (603) 352-0545

EMAIL: folamsiapresarcom

wvene blaisreslestate com

Fred Blais, CRS, GRI
Frincipal Brafer
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%me the Ardhivcs

Norma Thibodeau
With family “roots” in our town dating back to the beginning, Valerie Burditt from Fitzwilliam,
is the author of this month’s “From the Archives” article. Val’s interest in history, genealogy, cre-
ative writing, and expertise in computer science and technology brings much needed help to the
ongoing work in the archives. Volunteering of her time and efforts is most welcome and smcerely

appreciated. Thank you, Valerie! 40 LS WEEL 0T
THECUNTER OF RUEAL L'l_

Richmond Mills

Valerie Burditt

Mill life defined Richmond and its people for well
over 200 years. The rugged individualism and quality
workmanship of the mill workers was known world-
wide.

The Mill Timetable and Worker Regulations simi-

: ' lar to those illustrated below directed the lives of resi-
dents from the 1760s through 1910 when the “last mill” burned. In the early 1930s, the work
week was six days, usually 54 hours and the pay for labor was $11 a week. For those work-
ers who lived in the mill housing, after the worker’s room and board was subtracted from the
earnings, little was left. Payday was monthly.

The first mill was built in the vicinity of Sprague Brook by Nathan Wooley early in the
town’s settlement. This sawmill, now long gone, used logs cut from the dense forest formerly |
called the “King’s Woods.” Dwellings were erected, furniture made, and later outside trade |d
became an economic reality. One of the largest tanneries in Cheshire County flourished in the v S e e —
Vintage town along with the 14+ grist, bucket, pail, stave, shingle, chair parts, hoe, scythe, Woodenware (box, shook clothespm pall and
mop handles, bobbins, hoop), cloth-dressing and fulling mills which were all built by the townspeople from local materials. Many of the
mills failed from lack of water power necessary to run them.

Mills were historical curiosities created and operated by the Jeffersonian-type people of old Richmond out of necessity, grit, indus-
triousness, and dedication. This is a heritage to be proud of.

Richmond Archives and the Library have for sale FOUR informative, easy reading books for sale describing the details, operations,
and life in this mill town. To purchase, please contact Norma Thibodeau @ 239-4598 or Wendy O’Brien @ 239-6164. Proceeds go
directly to the Archives, Library, and Historical Society.

SFmeagaasSnieoss
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From the Archives
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Water Conditioners = Pump Work:

603-355-B072
Fax 603-155-1874

Lot 019. Permit # 2004-024, received his occupancy permit.

We voted to accept the Budget and the Warrant as written for
Town Meeting. We signed both and sent the budget to the DRA.
We also posted the Warrant and the Budget as directed by RSA..

We discussed other concerns about Town Meeting and
adjourned.

There being no other business before the Board we adjourned
at 10:15

Round About Planning

Kim Mattson

TOWN MEETING AND VOTING... Another year of our
Richmond Town meeting and voting is gone... Does anyone
know the percentage of registered voters that participated this
year? We had some very important issues on the Ballet represent-
ing many long hours donated by your elected Richmond Planning
Board to tweak the Cluster Housing Articles. I heard that all
amendments passed except for the Cluster Housing which failed
by one (1) vote... So when you say my vote doesn’t count think
about this amendment. I believe at this time the Planning Board
is asking for a recount.

For the folks who were at the Town meeting I have just a cou-
ple of questions. The meeting started off with a
gentleman who questioned the census sent
every year to residents of Richmond to com-
plete and mail back. He seemed to be upset
over having to take the time to complete the
form. If this form helps our Town and
Selectmen, should we question why we fill it
out? It takes 3% minutes.

Special Orders Welcome
Free Gift Wrapping
Mail Orders Accepted

Out of Print Search Service

We Ship Anywhere
N P ANy

4 Tue ToapstooL Booksmops—™

Fave a

Happy
Gasler %ofia’ay

Second was a question from the audience in reference to the
capacity of the Hall? Her question was answered by JC and we
were not over capacity. But, then the question as to why not
everyone had a seat? Logical answer, the tables and voting booths
took up enough space so that it made a difference.

Then the next question. Did anyone see the Keene Sentinel
March 15, 2006, in reference to the Richmond Town Meeting? 1
found it very interesting that a photo of a woman sitting down
from Fitzwilliam was spotlighted for the Richmond Town
Meeting. Does she own land in Richmond? Why would she be at
the Richmond Town meeting when her own town had their meet-
ing in process on the same evening? Did she vote? When they do
verbal yeahs or nays, how do we know who voted? How about all
of the teenagers that were present? Did they verbally vote? When
asked for a show of hands did anyone else see the same teenagers
raising their hands? Are they registered voters? Could Richmond
be approaching a time when Town Meetings need to be moni-
tored? Maybe a card should be given out to registered voters and
residents only; then a show of cards and a manual count?

How many other people attending Richmond’s Town meeting
were not Richmond residents? How many chimed in with the
verbal vote? How many seats were taken by visitors?

I am still trying to figure out what a Special meeting
called by the officials we elected to serve and represent us
on the Planning Board had to do with our Town Meeting.

I certainly hope that this poses a few questions about
our turnout for our Town meeting, voting and the possible
need for monitoring. I believe we all have to be a little
more aware of what is going on around Town and even get
more involved in our Town’s future.

Let me know what you think?

Enchanting Selections of Wonderful Books
12 DEPOT SQUARE, PETERBOROUGH, NH
M-F 10-6, SAT10-5, SUNT0-4, 924-3543

COLONY MILL MARKETPLACE, KEENE, NH
M-SAT 10-9, SUN 11-6, 3562-8815
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LORDEN PLAZA, RT10TA, MILFORD, NH
M-59-9, SUNT1-6, 673-1738 i

-
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Roundabout Planning



] Important Numbers & Contacts

Town Business Hours

Board of Selectmen: J.C. Boudreau, Stan Pogorzelski, Dana
Taylor

B Mon. 7:00 - 7:30 p.M. Town Departments

® Mon. 7:30 - ? p.M. Public Concerns
Town Secretary: Elaine Pierce (interim)

® Mon. 7 PM. - 9 P.M.

® Wed. 9 AM. - 6:00 P.M.

m Fri. 9 AM. - 5:00 P.M.
Town Clerk: Pam Goodell

Deputy: Debbie Vaughan, Betty Grondin-Jose &
Annette Tokunaga

® Mon. 9 AM. -Noon, 1 -4PM., 6 -8 PM.

m Wed. 9 AM. - Noon, 1 -4 pM.

B Tues. & Thurs. 9 A.M. - Noon
Tax Collector: Steve Boscarino

® Mon. 7 P.M. - 8 PM.

® Wed. 3pPM. -5PM.
Planning Board: Robert Coy, Chairperson

B Meetings held at Civil Defense Building

Ist & 3rd Tues of the Month - 7:30 p.M.

Transfer Station & Recycling Facility

m Tues. 8 AM. -4 pM.

B Thurs. 8 AM. -7 PM.

m Sat. 8 AM.-5PM.
Town Library: Wendy O’Brien, Librarian

m Tues. 4:30 pM. - 8 PM.

® Wed. 9:00 A.M. - 12 PM.

® Thurs. 4:30 - 7 p.M.

m Sat. 10 AM. -2 P.M.
Fire Warden: Joe Thibodeau u
EMERGENCY: POLICE/FIRE/RESCUE
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m 9-1-1 u
H Selectmen - 239-4232
m Town Clerk - 239-6202 u

B Tax Collector - 239-6106
Visit us on-line: http://richmondnh.us

Richmond Rooster Staff

Publisher: Marie Knowlton
Editor: Bonnie Becklo
Design/Production: Bonnie Becklo
Feature Reporter: Christine Bryan
Proofreaders - Doug & Kathleen Bersaw, Irene Marshall
& Evelyn Huston
Advertising Manager: Paul Knowlton
Treasurer: Deb Coll
Distribution: Melissa Herman
Regular contributors: Frank Behrens,
Terri O’Rorke, Marie Knowlton, Bonnie Becklo
Wendy O’Brien, and Kim Mattson
Printed by: Loreto Publications

Advertising Rates
Contact: Paul Knowlton 239-6447
Business cards (up to 3.5”x2”) $12/month - $132/year
1/4 page: $30/month - $330/year
Larger ads and flyers available, Classified ads: FREE

Subscription Rates
Yearly: $15 - Town Residents: FREE
Stories printed in this publication are presented as
fiction and are not intended to be considered as being
historically accurate as to their content. Public notices,
committee reports, articles, press releases, and letters to
the editor are usually printed as received.
Deadline is the 15th of each month. The staff of
The Richmond Rooster invites all contributions to the
Rooster.
E-mail your articles or comments to:
therichmondrooster@yahoo.com
OR Drop off article or ad at the 4 Corners Store. Our
thanks to the store for their ongoing support.
Join the RoosterChat at:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/therichmondrooster
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